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evolution of the Congress was in fact the evolution of
our early political thought.
Before Gandhi came on the Indian scene, the Con-
gress had already produced a few outstanding figures.
There was Dadabhai Naoroji, who became a member
of the British House of Commons.There were Sir Phero-
zeshah Mehta, G. K. Gokhale and Bal Gangadhar Tilak.
If some of these names were not known outside India,
it was only because India too was unknown. Naoroji,
Mehta, Gokhale and Tilak were landmarks in our strug-
gle for freedom. They paved the way for Gandhi.
In the India in which I was born, the Congress had
already been established for a quarter of a century. It
was not discouraged by the British in power, because
there was nothing in the Congress attitude to discour-
age. The Congress only made speeches and passed reso-
lutions. There was no talk of direct action then,
nonviolent or otherwise. The Congress was a body of
kindly Indian gentlemen, who spent their lives appeal-
ing to the liberality of their rulers to allow them a share
in the government of their country. The British re-
sponded to these appeals with equal verbosity. Politics
then were like cricket matches on the village lawn, a
gentlemen's sport.
The complexion of the Congress changed somewhat
when in April, 1917, the peasants of Champaran asked
the Congress to support their cause* It was the beginning
of the long and gruelling battle with the British raj.
Champaran was a comparatively .unknown district,
northwest of the province of Bihar. Bihar itself is to-
wards the east of India, close to Bengal. About a
hundred years ago there came to Champaran a host of
indigo planters, who gradually got a hold on the peas-
antry and forced them to grow indigo, though this was